Oklahoma
Disqualification Rules
in the Fine Arts
By Mike Plunkett-OSSAA

Music and Speech/Debate are
very different!
In a perfect world we would be dealing
with an issue before the actual contest,
but in the real world it often times can
happen at the event. In some cases at
the event, a “committee” can make the
decision as to if a student gets DQ’ed.

The Buck Stops Here!
Sometimes in our events a student or
director/coach can do something to
either lower a rating, or DQ the event.
This is covered in the rules for the most
part, but sometimes you can run into
something that is inferred. Sometimes
the final call falls on me for a decision.

Music Events
In the music competitions, only one of our
activities “picks a winner”, so often times the
penalty would be lowering a rating.
High school and junior high school concert
bands, orchestras, treble, tenor-bass and
mixed choruses are required to participate
in Sight-Reading contests. Failure to do so
will result in the withholding of all other
ratings.

Music Events-Lowered Rating
Common infractions include :
Helping a concert group in sight-reading
Overtime or under time (solos and marching band)
Solos not memorized
Less than the required number in concert group
Catch-All Rule
A full orchestra must have at least 19 string players on stage
during the performance. An orchestra with 19 or fewer string
players may be entered but the rating will be lowered one
division

Music Events-Lowered Rating
A chorus must have at least 13 members present
during the performance. Any organization with less
than 13 members present on stage may perform but
the rating will be lowered one division.
All vocal ensembles must be performed from memory.
Judges are obligated to reduce the final rating of a
soloist one division if the selection has not been
memorized.

Music Events-DQ’ed
Infractions can include :
Not performing from the PML, or not sightreading at all
Xerox Music
Accompanied Solos performed without
accompaniment
Director Participation in student group

Music Events-DQ’ed
A director or certified teacher (or administrator) from
that school district must be present at the contest site
during the contest. The certified teacher does not
have to be in charge of the training of the participants.
If a director or certified teacher from the school
district is not present, the students will not be
allowed to perform. If the students have already
performed, the ratings will be withheld and the
students disqualified, and may not advance to the
next level of competition.

Music Events-DQ’ed
Color guard Solos-It will be the
individual schools responsibility to
provide any electronic equipment to
play the accompaniment for the solos or
ensembles. Music with “explicite lyrics”
cannot be used, and the solo or
ensemble can be disqualified by the
adjudicator and given no rating if the
judge feels the lyrics are not appropriate
for the competition.

Music Events-DQ’ed
At least one selection must be performed A Capella,
and unaccompanied. (Vocal unaccompanied chorus)
Unaccompanied selections will be disqualified unless
so conceived by the composer. The suitability of the
selections may be a factor in the final rating.
Accompaniment for choruses must be performed live.
Unaccompanied selections will be disqualified unless
so conceived by the composer.
Unaccompanied solos and ensembles will be
disqualified unless so conceived by the composer. The
student must provide verification of no
accompaniment, if the solo or ensemble does not have
an accompaniment.

Music Events-DQ’ed
PML Requirement- In the event that an
organization does perform without
conforming to the OSSAA music
requirement for their classification, that
organization will not be eligible to
receive either an award or a rating in
concert or sight-reading. (Directors are
responsible for meeting music
requirements for their organizations).

Speech/Debate/Drama-DQ’ed
All speech events lead towards a “winner”
being picked. Because of this, there are
more protests filed with these events. In
Oklahoma, any teacher or student or judge
can file a protest for a rule violation.

Drama-DQ’ed
One act plays can be protested within 15
minutes of the final show.
Profanity, obscenity, vulgarity, and nudity
are common reasons for a protest.
Can also include any other rule violation

Speech/Debate-DQ’ed
At regionals the regional committee will investigate and the
tournament director will announce the decision to the coach. At state
the state committee will investigate, render a decision, and the
tournament director will announce the decision to the coach. At State
the State Committee will investigate and render a decision on all
protests. Applicable penalties will be imposed.
Plagiarism, falsification of evidence and egregious violations involving
obscenity, profanity, vulgarity, or nudity are subject to further action by
the OSSAA. Protests involving a Report for Improper
Performance must complete Speech Form N and file with protest.
All protests at a tournament shall be forwarded to the OSSAA on
Speech Form N.
All violations of rules marked with an * are subject to the protest
process which can lead to disqualification.

Drama-DQ’ed
The Actual Protest Procedure
Protest must be filed with the contest manager within 15
minutes of the conclusion of the final show.
A protest may be filed by a coach or a judge citing the
specific violation(s) in writing.
At Regional and State One Act play contest a protest will be
handled in the following way:
The contest manager will contact the OSSAA
representative. The OSSAA representative will contact two
(2) impartial committee members. This committee will
render a decision. After review, the contest manager will
announce the decision to the coach. Applicable penalties
will be imposed.

Drama-DQ’ed
Language on form:
I certify the above play meets the following requirements: (1) No
profane language; (2) No vulgar gestures; (3) No nude scenes; and (4)
No obscene scenes. The use of vulgarity and profane language is
grounds for disqualification by the judge. I certify that the use of
flames or weapons will be incompliance with state law and will also be
subject to approval by the host contest site. I certify the above students
are eligible according to the rules of the Oklahoma Secondary School
Activities Association to participate in one-act play contest.

Principal:_________________
Drama Director: _______________________

Speech/Debate-DQ’ed
Violation - A violation is an infraction for which the
following penalties will be enforced:
1. In individual events, the offender shall be treated as if
he/she had never entered the event. His/her name will
be stricken from the list of entries and will, therefore,
be deprived of any ranking or rating.
2. In team events the entire team will be treated as if it
had not entered the tournament and will, therefore,
be deprived of any ranking or rating.
3. No final rounds will be rerun as a result of disqualification.

Speech/Debate-DQ’ed
4. In those individual and team events in which participants
are ranked 1, 2, 3, etc., the next highest participant will be
moved up to fill the vacancy. The rankings of other
contestants in the event will be adjusted to reflect the
disqualification at both the Regional and State
tournaments.
5. A student who enters a qualifying tournament in an event
in which he/she has previously qualified will lose regional
qualification in that event for the year (except in debate
and extemp).
6. A student who intentionally harasses or disrupts a contestant
during presentation will cause his/her school to be disqualified
in all events when reported to the tournament director by the
judge.

Speech/Debate-DQ’ed
7. In addition to the penalties above, cases of plagiarism or
evidence falsification will be reported to the OSSAA
Administrative Assistant in charge of Speech Activities for
further action. Further action could include forfeiting of medal,
barring from competition, and barring from judging.
8. Plagiarism or falsification of evidence in oratory, extemp, or
debate shall result in suspension in that event for one calendar
year.
9. Plagiarism is defined as claiming, indicating, or implying that
the ideas, sentences, or words of another writer are your own. It
includes copying the work of another and presenting it as your
own, failing to get away from the language of the original text
when paraphrasing, failing to identify the source of a quotation
or paraphrase, and following the work of another as a guide to
ideas and expression that are then presented as your own.

All Events
All protest forms/Improper Performance forms will be
available to involved parties at the time of protest. Protest
involving a Report For Allegations Of Improper
Performance must complete speech Form Q and file with
protest. All other protests should use Form P.
All forms will be mailed or faxed to the OSSAA the Monday
following the contest by the contest manager.
The OSSAA will establish penalties, if any, after a review,
concerning the issue.

Speech/Debate-DQ’ed
Protest Procedure
Protests must be filed with tournament director within two (2) hours after the
conclusion of the round in question or until the start of the awards assembly.
(Exception: Original oratory plagiarism and evidence falsification must be reported
by May 1st of that school year.)
A protest may be filed by a coach or a judge citing the specific violation(s) in
writing.
There is a 30 minute time limit for producing a script and/or articles once the coach
has been notified of a protest. At qualifying tournaments, a protest will be handled
in the following way:
a. The tournament director will bring together the judge(s), the coach, and an
adjudication panel made up of two impartial coaches and the tournament director.
b. After review, the tournament director and the two coach panel will render a
decision and the tournament director will announce the decision to the coach.

James Weaver – South Dakota
High School Activities Association





In South Dakota I oversee Music,
Theatre, Speech, Debate, Student
Council, and Journalism.
Each area has a different way of
disqualifying participants.
This is based on how each different advisory
committee and activity would like to see
disqualifications happen.







Academic Eligibility
Over time on timed events
Incorrect category
Illegal instrument performance
Illegal prop usage in Oral Interp





Most of our disqualifications come from
academic eligibility issues.
Region Music Contest





Removal of awards given
Lowering of rating

In the case of an illegal instrument:


This disqualification is applied to the school.
 The music program was put on a one year

probation
 A letter was requested from the school detailing
steps to prevent situation in the future
 The school was levied a $200 fine



All-State Chorus – Spot Checks




If a school quartet fails a spot check they are still
allowed to perform. However that school is
required to be spot checked for the next year. If they
fail a spot check two years in row they are on
probation from All-State Chorus for one year.

All All-State Events:


Students are required to be in their parallel school
music programs in order to be accepted into an AllState ensemble. If a student in not enrolled they are
disqualified from performing even with a successful
audition.



The regional committee makes disqualification.
The coach can then appeal the disqualification
to the SDHSAA office, where it will be referred
again to the region committee. If the original
decision stands, a second appeal can be
brought to the SDHSAA Board of Directors, for
a final ruling.



The use of costumes




Singing




Out right disqualification

Use of selections deemed to be in bad taste




Lowering of rating

Over time




Out right disqualification

Rating will be lowered by the committee

Duet Performances


The students may not touch each other or the
rating will be lowered.





Most of our disqualifications come from
over time. We have a 45 minute time limit
for set-up, tear-down, and performance with
no grace period.
Content




We use the community standard rule, and thus
do not disqualify plays based on content at the
state level.

Technical Theatre



Students will be disqualified if they have
identifying marks on their work.
Students will be disqualified if their work is
turned in past the deadline.



Over time




Using a networked Computer




The students are reduced in ranking to the 1st
rank below an award level ranking.
Forfeiture of the round

Original Oratory


Students are disqualified if their oration is found
to not be original.
 All rankings and awards are forfeited.



Most of our schools self report







The individual program is put on a one year
probation, with a written letter of corrective action.
If that program violates during their probation that
program is restricted from participating in that event
for the next year, and fined $200.
If the program violates for the third time while on
probation all of the school’s fine arts activities are on
probation and could become ineligible for post
season competition or performance.
All of the above penalties are subject to the approval
of the SDHSAA Board of Directors.



Please contact


James Weaver
James.Weaver@sdhsaa.com
605-224-9261

